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INTRODUCTION

The Kavimanorafijaka is a kavya b‘elo.nging to the
class of Q'ampm which deal with the pilgrimage of some
noteworthy person and the glory of the places visited, the
best known work of this type being the Yatrdprabandha
of Samarapungivadiksital, The work is divided iuto four
wll@sas and deseribes the birth, edneation and the pilgris
mage of a great bh@gavata by name Sitdrdma.

From the account given about the hero in the begin-
ning of the ‘work, we are able to know that a Brahmin by
name Sesadri belonging to the Srivatsa gotra and living in
the village Ved:bhraga in Kanchi undertook a long  pilgri-
mage and in the end settled at Palamnadal (v:5om@aay )2 in
the Tirunelveli district; his son Venkatarima married STtd,
daughter of STi#ramy; and to them was born Sitarama, the
hero of the workd.  His edueation in Vedas and  Sastras is
then described4.  The rest of the first wlldse and the other
three ull@sas are devoted to the deseription of the pilgri-
mage of the hero.  The chief places visited are Nanguneri
(ggarageasy )5,  Tirukkuringudi (3e¥g )8, Cape Comorin,
(geae )7, Trivandrum (@awgeg )8, Varkala (smgagag)9,

1 As instances of other works of this type mention may be
made of Vibudh@nandaprabundha of Venkatakavi and
Srutakirtivilasacumpu of Siryaniriyapa (MSS. of both
of which are available in the Govt, Oriental MSS.
Library, Madras) and Manamkramabhap@lacarite of
Veddntaramanuja (MS. Trivandrum, No. 888). The
last named- work is in nine stubakas and describes the
pilgrimage of Manaviﬁralxxa‘, a Zamorin of Caliout, who
visited Palani, Madura, Ramesvaram, Srirangam and
other placess Its date is not known, but it does not
appear to bo very early, and there is little of any histori-

cal interest in it. ‘.
2 pp. 12—13. 3 pol4
4 p. 1% 5 9. 18,
6 p 18 ST po 19
8 p. 20} 9 p 81,
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Udupi (Xwawisgey )10, Mukambi (g@resigey )1, Go-
kerna 13,  Poona 13, Pandarpur (wgr)14, Panchavatiis,
Samantapanchaka 18,  Kurukshetra 17, Mathural8, Hari-
dvar 19, Badarivatha 20, Kedaranatha 2!, Nepal (sifeveas ) 23,
Mithila 38, Ayodhya 24, Sringivera 25, Chitrakuta 26, Bena.
res 27, Gaya 28, Jagannatha?29, Bhadrachala3, Kalahasti
(sarnenoiec:) 31, Tirupati (s ) 32, Kauchipura 83,
Sriranga 34, Madhurai 35, Setu 36, Rananatha 37, and Alwar-
tirunagari ($%%1) 38. After the pilgrimage Stiardma returned
to Palamadai and narrated te his parents ull his experiences
during the journey 3. He then visited Tirunelveli (@f3-
wideigey ) 40, Banatircha 4l and Srivilliputtir (sfimagedr-
907 ) 42 and finally settled at Thintiruperai (si%u) near the
famous Alwartirunagari in Tirunelveli District, being in-
structed to do so by sage Agastya and the River Tamra-
(parni) in a dream 48.  The work cloges with an account of
the religiou: activilies of the hero at Sribera-

Froin other sources we are able to know that this STta-
rBmaguru continued as « nafsihikabrakmac@rin Uiroughout
hig life, that he was greatly responsible for the propugation
of the Bhagavata cult in the Southern distriets and that
though he was a Smdrta by birth, his lcanings were more
towards the cult of R&manuja. It is said that he took to

10 p 22 1 . 23,

12 p. 24 13 p. 2.

4 p 2. 15 poan,

16 p. 28 17 po 20

18 p. 30. 19 p. 8l

20 p., 32 21 p. 382,

22 p. 88, 28 p. 84,

24 p. St 25 p. 48,

2 p. 48, 27 p. 44, )
28 p, 45, : 29 p. 48,

80 p. 47. 8 p. 48,

82 pp. 40 —59. 83 p. b9,

84 p. 65, 35 p. 67,

36 p. 68, ‘8T p. 69,

88 p. 70, 80 pp. T2~—=178,
40 p. T4 41 p. 75,

42 p 5 8 p 75,
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“samnydsa of the tridandi type in Sr1 RaAmduuja’s order,
and passed away in about 1382 A, b, Most of hi¢ life was
spent at Thentiruperai and he had dlsc1ples even at such
distant places as Mysore.

The author of this Camp# is 1 namesake of the hero
and from what he tells us about hjm 1u the work itself, wo
understand that he bolonged to Garga gotra and was the son
of Rimakrspat4 and grandson of RaghuuBthasari4s. His
father's maternal graudfather was a Venkatardwasari, the
author of Rdmavil@sat6. Among his teachers was.one
Ramy47.

From the descendants of the author we are able to
know some more details about him. He was born at Tiruk.
kurungudi it the Tirunelveli District in 1856 and he was
named ‘STtardma’ after the hero of the work, us a result of
whose blessing he was born-  He was well.versed in Vedas -
and Sastws and was a great exponent of the Srimadbhdya-
vata- He wus an updsaka of Hayagrtva and this is believed
to have beun responsible for hix supreme talents in  Bhdga-
vata-pravacana- Besides this Kavimanoraajaka, he has ulso
written a commentary on the Sruzigita and 1 small pcem
named Syngaramanjari. He was popularly known as Rama-
svami Sastrin of Tirukkurungudi and the gura Rama men-
tioned in the work is Kalladaikurichi Rama Sastri, the
father of Chandraseklara Sastri, the late Principal of the
Mylapore Sunskrit College, Madras, e passed away in
1906, The late MM, Dr. T, Gauapati Sustri was a nephew
and disciple of the author.

' The work, as is scou from the colophon at the endds,

was finished on 19th Vigdkha, 1045 m. E, (1370 A, p.) and

the last versc in it40 indicater by kagapayddi votation the

. number of verses iu it to be 333 (W@@r) and the prose

passages 166 (Rvwa®). It shows the author is u fairly good

poet but observing the poetic conventions rather too closelys
4 p. 8. 45 p. 2.

48 pp.. 2—3. 47 p. B,
48 p. 80, .40 IV. 76,
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and deliglhtiﬁg in artificial coneeitss He is particularly fond
of descriptions - deseriptions of cities like Sriberaso, Tri-
yandrumsl, Poouad2, Benarasesd, Tirupatisd, Kanehiss and
Srirangad6, of rvivers ke Gangad7, scasons like spring® and
Summerd? ete. The work is also studded with stofras on
the deitier of the temples vigited, those on Padmandbhato
and SrInivasa6l being instances.  The whole slory of the
Rama yana is benutifully summarised in the second wl{@sat?
The avthor scems to be very partial in the usage of artifici-
alities 1ike $les v, virodh@bh@sa and yamaka- '

The present edition i« based on two manuseripts in
this Library. ~The first is No. 348, a paln-leaf manuseript
written in Tamil ¢raptha seript amd  procured from  Nareri
mana, Kutallar, Ma'alar, and the others No. 12983, o paper
wanuseript written in Devanagaei seript, supplicd by Sri
T, K. = Sustri, Electrieal Maing Eagineory, Trivandrum,
the grardson of the anthor of the works3, The lacter manu.
seript was available orly after the mutter wag sent to
the Press. and sinee no impertant variati>n in rgading is
noiiced, the varinas have not been given in this edition,

The author has also written @ commentary on the work,
and u wanuseript of this is available in this Library, MS,
No- 312, palm-leaf, procured from the same source as the
first of the maunseripts of the work mentioned above,

S. VENKITASUBRAMONIA IYRBR-

A50 pp. 3 —8, 51 p. 19,

52 p, 25, 53 pp. 44 — 45,
54 pp. H2 — 55, 55 pp., 59 — 60,
a6 pp. 65, 66. 57 p. 81.

58 pp. 49— 52, 59 pp- 61, 62,
60 p. 10. 61 p. 68.

62 pp. 34 — 42,

63 We are indebted to Sri Sastri for salso supplying us
the information relating to the suthor of the work
and the hero in addition to what is contained in the

‘work itself.
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